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Good morning and welcome to ser-
vices! We are so glad you are here. It
is hard to believe that 2026 is here.
We were blessed with a wonderful
2025 and are praying we all experi-
ence great spiritual growth in 2026!

New Year’s Eve was such a fun night
with a great time enjoying fellowship,
games and lots of fireworks. It’s such
a blessing to be a part of the family of
God.

We are looking forward to The Chal-
lenge Youth Conference in less than
2 weeks. Registration has closed and
we have 11 young people and parents
registered to attend. Hope everyone
has a great week! DOUG

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”

2 Corinthians 5:17

WELCOME VISITORS

A big hearty welcome to those
visiting today. Allow us to meet
and greet you following the wor-
ship service this morning. At the
end of the service today, you will
be given a gift bag from our con-
gregation. “Itis a small gift, but
it comes from big hearts.”

“NO ONE EVER ASKED ME”

How often have you heard this statement, “No
one ever asked me”? Henry Ford once bought
an insurance policy from his friend's most fierce
competitor. As the story goes, Henry's friend had
gone out of town for a vacation, and while away,
his competitor came calling on Mr. Ford, and
sold him a policy. Upon returning, Henry's
friend learned of the business transaction and
became furious. He asked Mr. Ford why he had
bought the insurance policy from a rank
stranger, when they had been friends for such a
long time. "Because you never had asked," was
Henry Ford's reply. And so, "we have not be-
cause we ask not" (James 4:2). Someone once
said, "Heaven is full of un-asked-for blessings."
God wants us to ask, and ask in faith (Luke 11).
But many are afraid to ask Him for things. How
normal would it be for your kids to never ask
you for anything? And, how disappointed would
you be if they did not? God delights in giving
His kids good things (Luke 14:15-23). No one
had ever asked Winston Churchill if they could
do his film biography until Jack LeVein came
along and did it. Afterwards, he asked Mr.
Churchill why he was allowed to do it when
there were so many other great photographers
around. "No one else had ever bothered to ask
me," was Churchill's reply. DAN
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ARE YOU KIND TO OTHERS?

And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them like-
wise. For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for
sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to them
which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even
the same. And if ye lend (to them) of whom ye hope to receive, what
thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for
nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the
children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and (to)
the evil" (Luke 6:31-35). Pay attention to that last statement; "he is
kind unto the unthankful and to the evil." We learn something im-
portant about God here; even those who hate Him receive kind treat-
ment at His hands. Paul refers to the salvation God offers through
Jesus Christ and His gospel as "the kindness of God" in Titus 3:4.
Kindness is something in which every person can improve and
grow; judging from the New Testament’s words on the subject, God
plainly intends it to be a common characteristic of His saints. Kind-
ness does NOT "come naturally" for everyone, and it is especially
hard to extend kindness to some folks. When a man knowingly lives
a wicked life, Christians can be sorely challenged to show him much
kindness; but such is our responsibility, Colossians 3:12. In Ephe-
sians 4:32, Paul instructs us to "... be ye kind one to another,...." .
KINDNESS is not a sign of "weakness" or some sort of a character
flaw. In the New Testament, the word "kindness" means usefulness,
moral excellence (in character or demeanor), or gentleness. In Ephe-
sians 4:32, it describes being "usefully employed, in that which is
good and gracious." When we read that God is kind, He is telling us
that His actions toward us are good for us, useful, to the saving of
our souls. His exceedingly rich grace to man is demonstrated by His
kindness toward us through Christ, Ephesians 2:7. Nowhere does the
Bible equate kindness with being weak, or backward, or ashamed of
one’s faith. ADAPTED
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Happy New Year To All Our
Fellow-Members
Thank you for being present
this morning.

From Dan'g degk:

Opportunities are everywhere. How
blessed we are to see the beginning of the
New Year 2026. You will be given a Calen-
dar of Events soon that will detail planned
challenges for all of us. We hope you will
want to be involved in every activity possi-
ble. Over the last years, several of our
flock departed to be with our Lord, but we
have been blessed by the coming of new
members also. Let us not forget the ones
who have died, but remember their efforts
while they were among us. The future is
bright and the opportunities that are be-
fore us must be seized by all of us. If the
year 2026 will be a fruitful one. By the way
the Ladies Bible Class will resume on
Tuesday, Jan.13th. Thanks for being with
us today,. If you are a visitor, plan to re-
turn soon. DAN

TO KEEP
IN OUR PRAYERS

or

KENNETH THOMASON, son
of Jack and Mary Jo, is crit-
ically ill in a Dallas Hospi-
tal.

TIM HELM is improving from
recent colon surgery.

TATE BELL is also recover-
ing from recent colon sur-
gery.

ANN SPARKS remains on
hospice at Legacy Nursing
facility.

CAROL ANN CARTWRIGHT
is recovering from breast
cancer surgery this Ilast
week in Tyler.

LARRY BASKIN is improving
from a pace maker implan-
tation at the Providence
Hospital in Waco.

All others who have been ill
are improving.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES

“OUR HEROE’S”

Willie Nelson sang, “MY HEROES
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN COWBOYS”.
There 1s a great "hall of fame" of he-
roes, in the Bible! Let us look at some
"positive role models" or heroes; we
will note some of the differences be-
tween good ones and bad ones, and try
to answer the question "Who are YOUR
heroes?” Everyone HAS heroes:
These are people whose examples and
actions in life we respect and imitate.
Elijah was Elisha’s hero (2 Kings 2),
but Ahab surpassed Jeroboam his own
in wickedness (1 Kings 16:29). "Hero-
worship" can help us set goals to
achieve: General Douglas MacArthur
felt challenged to follow in the foot-
steps of his father (Gen. Arthur MacAr-
thur), and ended up far surpassing his
"hero’s" record; likewise, Sir Winston
Churchill with HIS father! HOWEV-
ER! "Hero-worship" can also BLIND
us to shortcomings of our heroes.

SYMPATHY
To the Carder family in
the death of David Carder.
Funeral services were
held last Friday at Rhone
Funeral Home Chapel.

Some of Willie’s friends might not be
proper role models. A hero is someone
we look up to and admire and they
serve as those worthy of emulation.
Some young person might be looking to
you even now and saying “I want to
grow up to be hike him or her.
DAN




PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Sunday January 4th 2026
Tim Helm is recovering from colon surgery last Tuesday in Tyler.
Addie Shattle is undergoing tests. They have requested prayer.
Donnie Wells has been undergoing tests recently. He is awaiting results.
Dale Sparks remains about the same at his home.
Charla Link has been undergoing treatment for cancer and requests our prayers.
Sonja Rose is now recovering at her home from a recent heart attack.
Madison Wilcher, niece of Diane Wilcher, has cancer and has asked for prayers in her behalf.

Larry Baskin is recovering from a pace-maker implantation this last week in Waco.
Kenneth Thomason, son of Jack and Mary Jo is critically ill in Dallas area.
Brandy Wilson, (daughter of Delmar and Linda Wilson) is scheduled for surgery.
Reba Whitley is having health issues at her home with dementia.
Ginny Hix, relative of Jim and Deena Ricard, is recovering from a stroke and having a baby.
Prayers for the Carder family in David’s death.
Ike and Joyce Weatherly have been experiencing health issues at home.

Wayne Cartwright remains about the same.
Carol Ann Cartwright is recovering from surgery this last week in Tyler.
Rocky Whitely, gospel preacher and friend to many, has cancer and will start chemo treatment on Jan. 9™ Continue to pray for him.
Gary Todd is having health issues at his home.
Jan Todd is having a heart ablation on her heart on January 9" in Tyler.
Elizabeth George, daughter of Roy Davis, has begun treatment for breast cancer.
David Key, nephew of Shannon Vasquez, has cancer and has asked for prayers.
Mary Jo Thomason is having health issues and asked for our prayers.
Will Hawkins, son of Bill and Linda, is having neck and other health issues. He had a procedure recently, and he is better.
Jerame Gipson’s friend, Lisa Safronoff, remains the same.
Remember those in nursing homes and home bound in your prayers.
Courtney Bell, Opalene Chapman, Dale and Ann Sparks, Mary Ann Colling, Ed and Kathleen Compton, Blackie Foreman, George Wooden,
Vernetta Walker, Lanova Mitchell, Ann Holland, Francis Lowe, Martha Sims, Gary Tuschoff, Charlie Young, Reba Whitley, and Cecil Sta-
naland.




