Teen News

Good morning and welcome to services!
We are so glad you are here. We have
been busy preparing for Lads to Leaders
and have about 6.5 weeks until conven-
tion. We have 19 young people regis-
tered for L2L, with 12 students and 11
adults attending convention.

Our young ladies had a great time at our
Valentine’s Tea party yesterday. We al-
ways enjoy the time of fellowship. We are
one week away from our annual chili
cookout and dessert auction. Our con-
gregation is always so supportive of this
event and our youth group, and we are
so appreciative!

Have a great week!
DOUG

"A new commandment | give to you, that
you love one another; as | have loved
you, that you also love one another. By
this all will know that you are My disci-
ples, if you have love for one another.”
John 13:34-35

“Reasons To Be Forgiving”
God commands it (Mark 11:25). This
should be sufficient reason for any right-
thinking person to be forgiving because
God's promises rest upon obedience to His
word. Anything done out of a sense of du-
ty or necessity is usually not from the
heart (cf. 2 Cor. 9:5-7). Consider the par-
ent who makes the child say "I'm sorry"
but when, in reality, he is not sorry at all.
He says it but only to appease his parent.
The example of Jesus (I Pet. 2:21; Phil.
2:3-5; Luke 23:34). As our example in all
things, He would not require of us that
which He would not do Himself. Even
when His life was taken from Him, He
had a forgiving attitude. It is said of Him,
"He gave all, then forgave."

We have been forgiven. God, in Christ,
has forgiven the sins of the Christian
(Eph. 4:32). As Christ has forgiven him,
he is to forgive others (Col. 3:13). One
who is unwilling to forgive after he has
been forgiven is viewed disdainfully by
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WELCOME VISITORS

A big hearty welcome to those
visiting today. Allow us to
meet and greet you following
the worship service this morn-
ing. At the end of the service
today, you will be given a gift
bag from our congregation.
“It is a small gift, but it comes
from big hearts.”
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“THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER”

If there is one passage that sums up the glorious scheme of
redemption it would be Luke 5:32 where Jesus said, "I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
What God desires most is for mankind to be saved (1 Tim.
2:3-4). With each passing day God demonstrates His pa-
tience and "longsuffering to usward." What more could He
do to prove that He is ""not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance' (2Pet. 3:9)? While
some picture God as a mean, tyrant judge who is eager to
punish, the Bible teaches differently. '"As I live, saith the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye,
turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of
Israel?" (Ezekiel33:11). While it is true that, because of His
holy and just nature, God must punish the wicked (Ps.
89:14, Nahum 1:3; 2 Thess. 1:7-\9). It is also true that He
takes no pleasure in doing so. Our Creator has declared
that He would see us come to repentance as He has com-
manded (Acts 17:30). God is listening. He is waiting for His
creation, which He made in His own image, to repent, "I
hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man
repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done?
every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the
battle" (Jer. 8:6). One of saddest truths in the Scriptures is
that many will refuse to repent and thus be eternally lost.
Let each of us take heed to Jesus' warning, "Except ye re-
pent, ye shall all likewise perish'" (Lk. 13:3). God still calls
us to obey Him that we might go to heaven. Are you follow-
ing Him? DAN
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Great Give Me The Bible
conference was a great
success.

TWO BAPTIZED

From Dan'g degk:

We wanted to remind you about Mon-
day Night For The Master that will take
place on Monday evening February
23rd. We will have pizza and salad at
6:15 P.M. then work together at this
event. We are happy to announce
about the baptism of MIKE and CHRIS-
TINE OLIPHANT last week. We are so
happy for them. They had been bap-
tized when they were young and want-
ed to make sure that done this for the
right reason. It was a pleasure visiting
and studying with them. The retirees
luncheon was great and everyone had
a wonderful time. Remember to be in
services tonight at 6 P.M. Hope to see
you here. DAN

TO KEEP
IN OUR PRAYERS

r

BRITNEY (SPARKS) BETTES is
recovering from surgery and will
possibly undergo surgery (to be
determined).

STEPHEN WIGGINS, Minister in
San Augustine, Texas is sched-
uled for by-pass surgery this
week.

DOUG SUMRALL is recovering
from recent thyroid surgery.
DOUG LOWE is recovering from
having a stent placed in his
heart this last week.

CHARLA LINK continues to un-
dergo treatment.

Pray for all those who are ill. A
prayer list is available in the foy-
er.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES <«

LADIES BIBLE CLASS WILL
meet THIS TUESDAY MORN
AT 10 A.M.

All ladies are invited to at-
tend.

MONDAY NIGHT FOR
THE MASTER

Will take place a week from to-
morrow night at 6:15. Join us
for pizza and salad and stay to
help us with odd jobs at the
building. Thanks to those who
are always in attendance.

SPEAK TO VISITORS

by Brian Harbor

The Wisconsin Restaurant As-
sociation researched why
people did not return to a spe-
cific restaurant. They discov-
ered 1 percent did not return
because they died, 3 percent
moved, 5 percent formed oth-
er relationships, 9 percent
preferred a competitor, 14 per-
cent didn't like the product,
and 68 percent did not return
because they felt there was an
attitude of neglect and indif-
ference. People respond to
churches in similar fashion. If
they feel neglected or sense
indifference, they may stop at-
tending. Ellie Wiesel, Holo-
caust survivor and winner of
the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize,
said, "The enemy is not love
or hate, but indifference.”

BAPTIZED & MEMBERSHIP

Mike and Christine Oliphant

2936 FM 319
Elkhart, Texas 75839
Ph. 281-686-7157 Chris
Mike 281-330-9707




PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Sunday Feb. 15th, 2026
Britney (Sparks) Bettes, daughter of David and Jennifer Sparks, will be having surgery, and the date is yet to be
determined.
Dale Sparks remains about the same at his home.
Charla Link has been undergoing treatment for cancer and requests our prayers.
Doug Lowe is recovering from a stent being placed in his heart last Monday.

Doug Sumrall is recovering from thyroid surgery this last Weds. In Tyler.
Brandy Wilson, (daughter of Delmar and Linda Wilson) had surgery on and will undergo treatment.
Reba Whitley is now a resident at Greenbrier Nursing facility
Nancy Miller is recovering from heart issues at her home.

Ike and Joyce Weatherly have been experiencing health issues at home.

Wayne Cartwright remains about the same.
Rocky Whitely, gospel preacher and friend to many, has started chemo treatment Continue to pray for him.
Gary Todd is having health issues at his home.
David Key, nephew of Shannon Vasquez, has cancer and has asked for prayers.
Mary Jo Thomason is having health issues and asked for our prayers.
Will Hawkins, son of Bill and Linda, is having neck and other health issues. He had a procedure recently, and
he is better.
Jerame Gipson’s friend, Lisa Safronoff, remains the same.
Remember those in nursing homes and home bound in your prayers.
Courtney Bell, Opalene Chapman, Dale Sparks, Mary Ann Colling, Ed and Kathleen Compton, Blackie Fore-
man, George Wooden, Vernetta Walker, Lanova Mitchell, Ann Holland, Francis Lowe, Martha Sims, Gary
Tuschoff, Charlie Young, Reba Whitley, and Cecil Stanaland.




