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Good morning and welcome to services!
We are so glad you are here. We had a
wonderful time last week at the Walk of
Lights. It was chilly, but it’s always such
a fun time together. Our trip to Six
Flags Holiday in the Park was also a
wonderful time together with some
milder temps. We want to remind every-
one that we will be going caroling to-
morrow night. We will start out at Dog-
wood Trails Assisted Living at 5:15pm
and go to several facilities, ending at our
house for hot chocolate and other re-
freshments. We hope everyone has a
Merry, Merry Christmas! DOUG

“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, among
whom 1 am foremost of all.”
1 Timothy 1:15

WELCOME VISITORS

A big hearty welcome to those
visiting today. Allow us to meet
and greet you following the wor-
ship service this morning. At the
end of the service today you will
be given a gift bag from our con-
gregation. “Itis a small gift, but
it comes from big hearts.”

Addiction

People are addicted to many

things, alcohol, drugs (legal &
illegal), nicotine, cell phones,
gambling, food, pornography,
etc. All of these things can ruin
your life. Look what Peter says,
"promising them freedom while
they themselves are slaves of
corruption; for by what a man is
overcome, by this he is en-
slaved.” (2 Peter 2:19). So the
goal of the Christian is not to be
overcome or enslaved to any
particular thing.
This is a principle that not only
Peter taught, but the apostle
Paul said, "...I will not be mas-
tered by anything” (I Cor. 6:12b).
But the big problem is that the
alcoholic will not admit that al-
cohol controls him. We humans
have the ability to deny the ob-
vious.

We must continue to exam-
ine our own lives - that we have
but one who has overcome us,
only one who has enslaved us
by His goodness - that is, Christ.
love and goodness of Christ
overcome . Selected
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One responds for prayer.
Merry Christmas
To all of you.

From Dan's degh:

It was great to have so many visitors in the as-
semblies last Lord’s Day. Responding to the in-
vitation was TRACY BALLARD. Tracy was bap-
tized not too long ago, and we commend her for
wanting to draw closer to the Lord. We prayed
for her and that God would give her strength to
live the life of a Christian. Thanks for your com-
ments on the Sunday morning and evening ser-
mons. We are thankful that God is felt by so
many and they always desire to be in His pres-
ence. The holidays are already upon us. We
hope and pray that you will have a blessed
Christmas with family and friends. Thanks for
being present today and we hope you will re-
turn tonight. Remember that we will be having
a devotional in the church auditorium this Tues-
day evening. We will not meet on Wednesday of
this week or on Wednesday of next week. We
will meet again on Tuesday Dec. 30th. Please
make plans to be with us. See you tonight. DAN

TO KEEP

@ IN OUR PRAYERS

TIM HELM will have ab-
dominal surgery on Dec.
23rd (this Tuesday) in Tyler.
DONNIE WELLS has been
undergoing medical tests.
TIM VASQUEZ is recovering
from the flu.

ANN SPARKS has returned
to Legacy from her recent
hospitalization.

AUDREY MANUEL has been
ill with flu

DALE SPARKS remains
about the same at home.

RESPONSES
For Prayer
TRACY BALLARD

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES

OUR SYMPATHY
Our heartfelt sympathy
is extended to the fami-

ly of PATSY BUSH
(longtime member) who
passed away last week.
A Memorial service is
planned here at the
church building on Sat.,
Jan. 17th at 11 A.M.

WE NEED TO GROW UP

“And He Himself gave some... for the equipping
of the saints... to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be
children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine,... but,... may grow up in
all things....” (Ephesians 4:11-15, NKJV) The
apostle makes it obvious the fact that a Christian
must grow, in order to please his Lord. Paul
states quite bluntly that we must be
“perfected” (i.e., matured) unto the stature of
Christ. This simply means that each one of us
must grow up to His standards, and not be con-
tented with less than He knows we are capable of
doing. To really grow spiritually, we must apply
ourselves daily (Lk. 9:23) to practicing what we
learn from the scriptures. Growth ought to be a
steady process, Phil. 3:13-15: We must press on a
bit further each day, to achieve the goal. Very
often, however, it is easy for us to slack off from
the constant pursuit of (spiritual, Phil. 1:10) ex-
cellence, and thus fall from consistent growth
into stagnation. The Hebrews penman wrote to
correct just such a problem; in chapter 5:12-14,
those saints were not growing as they should
have. We learn there that they had been Chris-
tians long enough to have become teachers of the
lost, yet they had not. Paul also faced this prob-
lem at Corinth, in 1 Cor. 3:1-5. There, the lack of
maturity in the Corinthian Christians threatened
the very existence of the church. They could do
no more in the kingdom until they themselves left
spiritual infancy and began to grow toward spir-
itual maturity. The possibility of “spiritual stag-
nation” was for them, and is for us today, a great
and ever-present danger. We often confuse real
spiritual growth with good habits, such as reading
a chapter or two from God’s word each day: But
this is not the definition of growth. The key to
spiritual growth does not lie in simply building
“good habits,” nor even in acquiring a great store
of biblical knowledge! Rather, it lies in the appli-
cation of what we learn from the scriptures.



PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Sunday Dec. 21st 2025

Tim Helm is scheduled for colon surgery this Tuesday in Tyler.
Deryl Peoples is recovering from surgery this last week.
Donnie Wells has been undergoing tests recently. He is awaiting results.
Dale Sparks remains about the same at his home.
Charla Link has been undergoing treatment for cancer and requests our prayers.
Sonja Rose is now recovering at her home from a recent heart attack.
Madison Wilcher, niece of Diane Wilcher, has cancer and has asked for prayers in her behalf.

Reba Whitley is having health issues at her home with dementia.
Ginny Hix, relative of Jim and Deena Ricard, is recovering from a stroke and having a baby.
Prayers for family of Patsy Bush who recently passed away.
David Carder remains in Legacy health care for rehab.
Ike and Joyce Weatherly have been experiencing health issues at home.

Wayne Cartwright remains about the same.
Carol Ann Cartwright is still undergoing tests, but will be having surgery soon.
Rocky Whitely, gospel preacher and friend to many, has cancer and is going through treatment. Continue to pray for him.
Gary Todd is having health issues at his home.
Elizabeth George, daughter of Roy Davis, has begun treatment for breast cancer.
David Key, nephew of Shannon Vasquez, has cancer and has asked for prayers.
Mary Jo Thomason is having health issues and asked for our prayers.
Will Hawkins, son of Bill and Linda, is having neck and other health issues. He had a procedure recently, and he is better.
Jerame Gipson’s friend, Lisa Safronoff, remains the same.
Remember those in nursing homes and home bound in your prayers.
Courtney Bell, Patsy Bush, Opalene Chapman, Ann Sparks, Mary Ann Colling, Ed and Kathleen Compton, Blackie Foreman, George Wooden,
Vernetta Walker, Lanova Mitchell, Ann Holland, Francis Lowe, Martha Sims, , Gary Tuschoff, Charlie Young, David Carder, Reba Whitley,
and Cecil Stanaland.




